
EASTMAN SUMMER SERIES 

 
YAA WINNER’S RECITAL 

 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 

Kilbourn Hall 
3:00 PM 



PROGRAM 

Widmung         Robert Schumann
        (1810-1856)

  
Vedrai, carino from Don Giovanni              W.A. Mozart 
                                                                                                (1756-1791) 
 
How Do I Love Thee?                                                  Penny Rodriguez 
 

Bella Schoot, soprano 
Laurel Hebbard, piano 

 
 

Introduction and                                                        Camille Saint-Saens 
   Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 28                                                (1835-1921) 
  

Noah Busch, violin 
Name, accompanist 

 
 

Allegro Op. 8                                                                Robert Schumann 
                                                                                                (1810-1856) 
 

Timothy Suen, piano 
 

 
7 Chansons grises No. 5                                                  Reynaldo Hahn 
 V. L’Heure exquise                                                      (1874-1947) 
 
Songs of Travel                                                 Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 I. The Vagabond                                                         (1872-1958) 
 
Die Mainacht, Op. 43, No. 2                                      Johannes Brahms 
                                                                                               (1833-1897) 
 

Marshall Eichorn, baritone 
Howard Spindler, piano 

 
                                    



PROGRAM  

Caprice en Forme de Valse (1950)                                   Paul Bonneau 
                                                                                               (1918-1995) 

 
Concertino da Camera                                                       Jacques Ibert 
 II. Animato Molto                                                      (1890-1962) 
 

Steven Lower, saxophone 
 
 

O mio Babbino caro                                                    Giacomo Puccini 
   from Gianni Schicchi                                                        (1858-1924) 

 
 

The Black Swan from The Medium (1945)            Gian Carlo Menotti 
                                                                                               (1911-2007) 
 
Il fervido desiderio                                                        Vincenzo Bellini 
                                                                                               (1801-1835) 
 

Jordan McConnell, soprano 
Laurel Hebbard, piano 

 
 

Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor, Op. 26                          Max Bruch 
 II. Adagio                                                                   (1838-1920) 
 

Xavier Joseph, violin 
Kevin Wang, piano 

 
 
                                                                     
 



Noah Busch studies under Mrs. Amanda Brin and completed the 
Hochstein Honors Certificate program in 2026. A member of the 
Hochstein Youth Symphony Orchestra (HYSO) for six years and 
concertmaster for the 2025-2026 season, Noah won the concerto 
competition in 2023 and 2025. He earned second prize at the Manolov 
International Violin Competition in 2021 and 2024. He also reached the 
final round of the Chicago International Violin Competition in 2022 and 
2024. He won the David Hochstein Recital Competition and the 
Rochester Philharmonic League Ruth and Sidney Salzman Award for 
Strings in 2026, an the Finger Lakes Symphony Orchestra’s Mark Bradley 
Young Artist Competition in 2025. He’s the first violin of a Hochstein 
scholarship string quartet that won the Syracuse Friends of Chamber 
Music competition in 2026. Noah was recognized as a Hochstein merit 
scholar, and in 2024, 2025, and 2026 performed in WXXI’s Live from 
Hochstein series. He will study violin performance and political science at 
Stony Brook University.  
 
 
Marshall Eichorn, baritone, is a passionate young musician who studies 
voice privately with Susanna Adams. An active performer, he sings with 
his high school’s Select Choir under the direction of Kathy Perconti and 
plays trombone in both the Concert Band and Jazz Band directed by 
Elizabeth Smith. In recognition of his academic achievement, leadership, 
and dedication to music, Marshall was recently awarded the George 
Eastman Young Leaders Award from the University of Rochester. 
Following graduation, he plans to pursue degrees in Music Education and 
Vocal Performance, continuing his commitment to sharing and advancing 
the art of music.  
 
 
Jordan McConnell has recently graduated from Greece Athena High 
School with honors where she was a member of the Select Choir, Show 
Choir, and musical productions, where she recently performed as Mother 
Abbess in The Sound of Music. She studies voice with Ms. Kathryn Dyer. 
She started musicals when she was eight years old and since then has 
developed a strong passion for singing and dancing. Jordan will be 
attending Monroe Community College in the Fall and hopes to continue 
singing throughout college. Jordan would like to thank her mother and 
Ms. Dyer for all of their support.  
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Xavier Joseph began playing violin at age three and currently studies at 
the Eastman Community Music School with Mrs. Janet Milnes and 
Professor George Taylor of the Eastman School of Music. He is a 
featured soloist and chamber musician throughout the Rochester area, 
performing regularly in both school and regional ensembles. He has 
served as concertmaster in multiple groups, most notably the Rochester 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra as well as the Monroe All-County 
Orchestra and his school orchestra, and he performed John Williams’ 
Theme from Schindler’s List with the RPYO in 2025. He has also been 
selected for both the NYSSMA Area and Conference All-State Orchestras 
in consecutive years, earning recognition for leadership and musicianship 
at the state and regional levels. A formative summer as first violinist at the 
Castleman Quartet Program deepened his approach to chamber music, 
shaping his belief in performance as shared expression rather than 
presentation. In 2026, he was named Grand Prize winner of the 

Rochester Philharmonic League Young Artist Auditions, earning the 
opportunity to perform with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Outside of music, Xavier is a senior at McQuaid Jesuit School engaged in 
biomedical research, a former varsity swimmer, and will attend Brown 
University, where he plans to study biomedical engineering as a member 
of the Program in Liberal Medical Education. 
 
 
Steven Lowe is a junior at Webster Schroeder High School, heading into 
his senior year next fall. A classically trained saxophonist, Steven has 
studied with Doctor Anne Kunkle for a majority of his musical career. 
Throughout the school year, Steven performs with his school’s marching 
band, and performs in multiple ensembles at Eastman Community Music 
School (ECMS), such as the Eastman Youth Jazz Orchestra and the 
ECMS High School Saxophone Quartet. In addition to receiving the 
Aldridge-Tinker Scholarship for Instrumentalists and the Helen and 
George Greer Instrumental Award at the 2026 YAA competition, he was 
an Honorable Mention in the 2026 David Hochstein Recital Competition 
and has received multiple tuition scholarships at ECMS. Steven is grateful 
for the support of his friends, family, and mentors. Steven plans to pursue 
a career in classical saxophone performance after his senior year.  
 

. 



Bella Schott is a valedictory honors graduate from Greece Athena High 
School. She plans on attending the Rochester Institute of Technology to 
study law, while minoring in vocal performance. Bella is a vocal student of 
Ms. Kathryn Dyer where she studies classical and musical theatre. She has 
sung as a part of the Sr. High Area All-State Mixed Choir, NYS 
Conference All-State Mixed and Treble Choirs, along with the RPO Pops 
Holiday Chorale Choir. Outside from extracurricular activities, Bella also 
plays a large role at multiple parishes by cantoring weekly. She received the 
Tessa Martin Female Vocalist Award this year, and could not be more 
grateful for the opportunity to perform today. Bella would like to thank all 
of her friends, family, and directors, especially Ms. Dyer for supporting 
her over the years; especially her guardian angel, Nana, from above.  
 
 
Timothy Suen is a junior at Webster Thomas High School. He began 
studying piano with his mother and has been a student of Dr. E-Na Song 
at the Hochstein School since sixth grade. Timothy’s accomplishments 
include winning the 2026 Doreen B. Hertzog Concerto Competition and 
the 2025 Hochstein Merit Competition. He also took second prize in the 
2026 Jo Amish Concerto Competition. As a collaborative pianist, he 
performs with a scholarship chamber ensemble, choirs, and school 
ensembles. He also plays percussion in his high school wind ensemble, 
and earned selection for New York Area All-State Ensembles. Outside 
music, he enjoys Model UN, Tri-M, Masterminds, Science Olympiad, 
reading, and studying languages.  
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We are most grateful to the Eastman School of Music, and to all of 
our generous sponsors and donors. 
 
 
 
RPL Chair – Catherine Frangenberg 
RPL Administrator – Rachel Solomon 
Young Artist Auditions – Paul Ness and Bill Rahn, co-chairs 
Young Artist Auditions Recital – Paul Ness and Elizabeth Kinney, co-
chairs 
Eastman Concert Office – Julia Ng 
Program Editor – Marina Foley 
Technology and Media Production – 
Engineer – 
YAA Recital Committee – Catherine Frangenberg, Daryl Kaplan, Eliz-
abeth Kinney, Paul Ness, Bill Rahn 
 
Many thanks to all League volunteers for their effort and support. 
 
 
 
Award Endowments 
Maria and Alberto Uy Grand Prize Scholarship – Maria and Alberto 
Uy 
Helen & George Greer Instrumental Award – Helen & George Greer 
Mildred & Julius Ness Award for Piano – Pamela & Paul Ness 
Nobel Hirsh Award for Male Vocalists – Carol & Michael Hirsh 
Ruth & Sidney Salzman Award for Strings – Daryl & Charles Kaplan 
Tessa Martin Award for Female Vocalists – Tessa Martin 
Aldridge-Tinker Scholarship for Instrumentalists – Carol & John Al-
dridge 
Jan DeGaetani Scholarship for Vocalists – Currently not endowed, 
funded by RPL members* 
 
 
 
*Endowment and additional contributions gratefully accepted. 
Contact: Rochester Philharmonic League, 255 East Avenue, Suite 
LL02, Rochester, NY 14604, 585-454-7311, rpl@rpo.org 
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Grand Prize 
Maria and Alberto Uy Scholarship and an opportunity to perform with the 
RPO. 
Winner: Xavier Joseph, Violin 
Grade 12, McQuaid Jesuit High School, Private student of Janet Milnes 
 
 
Aldridge-Tinker Scholship for Instrumentalists 
Winner: Steven Lowe, Saxophone 
Grade 11, Webster Schroeder High School, Private student of Anne  
Kunkle 
 
 
Jan DeGaetani Scholarship for Vocalists 
Winner: Jordan McConnell, Soprano 
Grade 12, Greece Athena High School, Private student of Kathryn Dyer 
 
 
Helen and George Greer Instrumental Award 
Winner: Steven Lowe, Saxophone 
Grade 11, Webster Schroeder High School, Private student of Anne  
Kunkle 
Runner-up: Lilianna Fietkiewicz, Flute 
Grade 11, Our Lady of Mercy School, Private student of Laura Lentz 
 
 
Mildred and Julius Ness Award for Piano 
Winner: Timothy Suen 
Grade 11, Webster Thomas High School, Private student of E-na Song 
 
 
Ruth and Sidney Salzman Award for Strings 
Winner: Noah Busch, Violin 
Grade 12, Brighton High School, Private student of Amanda Brin 
Runner-up: Xavier Joseph, Violin 
Grade 12, McQuaid Jesuit High School, Private student of Janet Milnes 
Honorable Mention: Karthik Jaligama, Viola 
Grade 12, Mendon High School, Private student of Alice Kanack  
 

71ST ANNUAL YOUNG ARTIST AUDITIONS WINNERS 



Tessa Martin Award for Female Vocalists 
Winner: Bella Schott, Soprano 
Grade 12, Greece Athena High School, Private student of Kathryn Dyer 
Runner-Up: Jordan McConnell, Soprano 
Grade 12, Greece Athena High School, Private student of Kathryn Dyer 
Honorable Mention: Rebecca Cammilleri, Mezzo-Soprano 
Grade 12, Fairport High School, Private student of James Jefferis 
 
 
Nobel Hirsh Award for Male Vocalists 
Winner: Marshall Eichorn, Baritone 
Grade 11, Wayne Central High School, Private student of Susanna Adams 

71ST ANNUAL YOUNG ARTIST AUDITIONS WINNERS 



City of  Rochester Parks Series 
 
RPO STRING QUARTET 
Tuesday, July 14, 6:30pm 
Maplewood Rose Garden 

 
RPO JAZZ TRIO 
Tuesday, July 21, 6:30pm 
Barrington Street Park 
 
RPO MARIMBA BAND 
Tuesday, July 28, 6:30pm 
International Plaza 
 
For rain locations, visit rpo.org/outdoors 
 
RPO OUTDOORS @ BRISTOL MOUNTAIN 
Thursday, July 16, 7:30pm 
Bristol Mountain, Canandaigua, NY 
Matthew Kraemer, conductor 
 
WINDBORNE’S THE MUSIC OF LED ZEPPELIN 
Friday, July 17, 7:30pm 
Kodak Center 
Brent Havens, conductor 
 
RPO OUTDOORS @ SUNY GENESEO 
Saturday, July 18, 8:30pm 
SUNY Geneseo, Saratoga Field 
Matthew Kraemer, conductor 
 
RPO @ TEMPLE B’RITH KODESH 
Tuesday, July 21, 7:00pm 
Temple B’rith Kodesh 
Matthew Kraemer, conductor 
*Featuring 2026 YAA Grand Prize Winner Xavier Joseph 
 

UPCOMING RPO PERFORMANCES 



Rochester Philharmonic League 

The Young Artist Auditions is an annual competition sponsored by the 
Rochester Philharmonic League to encourage and acknowledge the accom-
plished musicianship of high school age students. It includes a preliminary 
round featuring five awards of $750 each with runner-up awards of $300, 
and a final round for two $1,000 scholarships and the Grand Prize: a $1,000 
scholarship and the opportunity to perform in concert with the Rochester 
Philharmonic Orchestra. The awards are open to young musicians in grades 
10 through 12 from the nine-county region surrounding Rochester, New 
York. 

Each award category, the scholarships, and the Grand Prize are judged by a 
panel of professional performing musicians and educators. 
 
 
Support and Funding 

The Rochester Philharmonic League, founded in 1929 as a support group 
for the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, has organized and hosted the 
Young Artist Auditions since 1955. Awards and scholarships are funded by 
endowed gifts. Additional support is provided by the contributions of 
League and community members. The Eastman School of Music graciously 
provides the use of classrooms and performance halls on the day of the 
event. 

For the past several years, the Rochester Philharmonic League has present-
ed its most recent Young Artist Audition winners in recital: Young Artists 
in Concert – A Celebration of Winners. In addition to showcasing these 
talented young musicians for the League membership and others in the 
community, it is an honor to recognize their accomplishments and to en-
courage the advancement of their musical careers. 
 
Contact: 
Rochester Philharmonic League, 255 East Avenue, Suite LL02, Rochester, 
NY 14604 
585-454-7311 
rpl@rpo.org 

ABOUT THE YAA AND RPL 



For the most up to date information on Eastman concerts and 
events, scan this code to visit our online calendar. 


