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~ PROGRAM ~
Eastman School Symphony Orchestra

Jherrard Hardeman, conductor
Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky, assistant conductor

Gift (2019) Zhou Tian
 (b. 1981)
 10’

Concerto for Tuba and Strings (1990) Arild Plau
    I. Prolog (1920-2005)
    II. Canzone 19’
    III. Finale

Logan Wadley, tuba
Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky, conductor

~ INTERMISSION ~

Soul of  Remembrance  Mary Watkins
 (from Five Movements in Color) (1994) (b. 1939)
 6’

Appalachian Spring: Suite (1943-1944) Aaron Copland
 (1900-1990)
 23’



~ PROGRAM NOTES ~

Gift

I consider Gift something of  a homecoming. As I began a residency with the 
Shanghai Symphony, I wanted to create a reminder of  the joy of  music making, 
and along the way explore my own musical identity after 18 years of  living 
abroad. The title, “Gift” (礼献), came from a poem titled “Music as a Gift of  
Decency” by Shen Yue from the Northern and Southern dynasties (ca. 400). 

The piece is shaped around a folky 4-note motif, which rises and falls against a 
large orchestral palette throughout its 10-minute duration. In a nutshell, this is 
my gift to fellow musicians.
 - Zhou Tian

Concerto for Tuba and Strings

Norwegian composer Arild Plau (1920-2005) composed his Concerto for Tuba 
and Strings in 1990. Most of  Plau’s compositional output is simple and honest, 
and in a chamber music setting, mostly wind quintets and brass quintets. Much 
of  his music is tonal, and the simplicity of  the music allows the performer to 
take a lot of  interpretative freedom. The Concerto for Tuba and Strings follows 
in this manner, as much of  the concerto, even the more energetic and rhythmic 
parts of  the outer movements, are still simple and easy to digest. 

The 1st mvt (Prologue) is the longest of  the concerto with multiple differing 
sections. The Concerto is basically in the standard fast-slow-fast format of  
many concertos, but the 1st movement includes a slow, improvisatory introduc-
tion, after which the main section of  the movement begins, a fast, energetic 
section in 5/8 with constant dialogue between the soloist and the orchestra, al-
ternating with a more lyrical minuet-like section, containing a dialogue between 
the tuba and a violin solo. The lyrical and melancholy 2nd movement, Canzone, 
was composed after the death of  the composer’s wife. This movement features 
sighing melodies that rise and fall with deep emotion. The melody also utilizes 
the less often heard high range of  the tuba. The 3rd mvt is similar to the fi rst 
in energy and in the dialogue between the soloist and the orchestra but is much 
more lighthearted than the rest of  the concerto, with constantly shifting meters 
and syncopations and more chromatic winding melodies. All this makes for a 
fun and joyful conclusion to a unique concerto.
 - Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky

Soul of  Remembrance (from Five Movements in Color)

“Five Movements in Color” is about the African-American experience. “Soul 
of  Remembrance” is the collective moan of  a profound grief  felt by the 
newly-arrived Africans, who found themselves in a strange land, dealing with 
the loss of  the only life they had known and leaving behind the comforts of  
family and friends.

A melody fl oats over a march in “Soul of  Remembrance.” I saw my own 
people in their long march to express themselves as fully human. In spite of  
the trauma of  enslavement, dehumanization, degradation, and oppression, they 
carried the ancestral wisdom and spiritual knowledge deep within their souls. 
“Soul of  Remembrance” is my tribute to the way my ancestors found calm in 
the eye of  the storm, and held onto hope by remembering that deep knowledge 
of  the soul. 
 - Mary D. Watkins

Appalachian Spring: Suite

Aaron Copland composed his well-known ballet, Appalachian Spring in 1944 
for Martha Graham and her dance company. It was originally composed for 
a small chamber group of  13 instruments (fl ute, clarinet, bassoon, piano, 4 
violins, 2 violas, 2 cellos and 1 bass). This gave the ballet a more intimate 
setting with the use of  a small ensemble. Copland then arranged the suite from 
the ballet for a chamber orchestra, keeping it still intimate. 

Martha Graham came up with the title of  the ballet and the story of  it. As 
Martha describes the action of  the ballet, “a pioneer celebration in spring 
around a newly built farmhouse in the Pennsylvania hills in the early part of  
the last century. The bride-to-be and the young farmer-husband enact the 
emotions, joyful and apprehensive, their new domestic partnership invites. An 
older neighbor suggests now and then the rocky confi dence of  experience. A 
revivalist and his followers remind the new householders of  the strange and 
terrible aspects of  human fate. At the end the couple are left quiet and strong 
in their new house.”

The suite unfolds in 8 sections played without pause which alternate between 
slow and fast. Copland’s music with its open fi fths and wide spaced melodic 
intervals illustrates the openness of  the American country. The central part 
of  the suite, and the most recognizable, is the variations on a Shaker theme, 
“Simple Gifts,” which Copland actually quotes in full. It is introduced by the 
clarinet, and each variation has a different color and orchestration and speed, 
until it fi nally culminates in a grand chorale-like statement of  the theme played 
by the entire orchestra, before dying away and leading to a beautiful and calm 
end to the suite, closing with the same open unresolved chords the piece began 
with.
 - Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky

~ MEET THE ARTIST ~

Logan Wadley is currently a Graduate student studying with Dr. Justin 
Benavidez at the Eastman School of  Music .His professional performances 
include performing with the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra, Sioux City 
Symphony Orchestra, Touch of  Brass Quintet, Dakota Ragtime Trio, Steel 
Groove, as well as performing the Edward Gregson Tuba Concerto with the 
Sioux City Municipal Band during their summer series. His festival attendance 
includes the Curtis Summerfest in Philadelphia (2019), National Music Festival 
in Chestertown Maryland (2023), and Round Top Music Festival in Round Top, 
Texas (2023, 2024) as well as the Falcone Festival (2024). Logan was recently 
a winner of  the silver medal in the 2024 Falcone Tuba Artist Competition, as 
well as fi rst place in the tuba Artist division at the North East Regional Tuba 
Euphonium Conference. In addition, Logan is also a Jack Kent Cooke Young 
Artist Award recipient and performed on NPR’s “From the Top” #371 in La 
Jolla, California. In 2023, Logan received his Bachelors in Tuba Performance 
from the Eastman School of  Music with High Distinction and a Performer’s 
Certifi cate. Logan’s professional instructors include Roger Bobo, Don Harry, 
Chris Olka, Craig Knox, Todd Cranson, and Chuck Dibley.



~ PERSONNEL ~
Eastman School Symphony Orchestra

Violin I
Kellen Mikesell,
   concertmaster
Karen Wang
Sanne Zwikker
Sedona Kmen
Emily Bellman
Olivia Lieto
Tiara Lai
Harry Yang
Lydia McConkie
Yixin Dai
Leo Yen
Yinghao Chang
Lauren Edwards

Violin II
Sofi a Grimes,
   principal
Ellie Dixon
Miyako Cornelius
Hannah Lee
Mark Hung
Claire Chien
Leena Hocutt Duarte
Max Chu
Kaitlyn Lien
Eric Wang

Viola
Israel Anselme,
   principal
Kari Maxian
Matthew Vu
Cristian Yohannes
Vivienne Lucier
Job Campbell
Wyeth Minami
Thomas Ahl
Abigail Benzinger
Brynn Cogger
Jordan Fletcher
Elliot Tyler

Violoncello
Clara Schultz,
   principal
Ariun-enerel Gantumur
Catalina Wooldridge
Felix Harkness
Audrey Cherwinski
QiuWu Wang
Pyotr Alvarado
Tyler Brown
Lily Yuan

Double Bass
Austin Beck,
   principal
Zoë Gutierrez
Annaliese White
Rowan Toth-Cseplo

Flute
Haley Gruwell
Jessica O’Brien
Tammy Pao
Jennie Zhang

Oboe
Torie Ramey
Kate Roberts
Samuel Suchta

Clarinet
Audrey Bray
Kevin Jin
Andrew Robertson

Bassoon
Gabriel Cha
Alistair Picken
Samantha Webster

Horn
Lilah Costanzo
Nick Grey
Diego Solis
Sam Wood
Miles Woods

Trumpet
Noah Hornok
Ian Larkin
Callie Siamof
Levi Springer

Trombone
Corey Bohler
Gabriel Clark
John Robinson
Jonas Ruelas

Tuba
Jack Whalen

Timpani
Kai Gray

Percussion
Aidan Chase
Anais Griffi th-Oh
Liz Morad

Harp
Viviana Alfaro
Daniel Reeder

Keyboard
Sam Leung

For the most up to date information on Eastman concerts 
and events, scan this code to visit our online calendar.




