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~ PROGRAM NOTES ~
Gift

I consider G7ft something of a homecoming. As I began a residency with the
Shanghai Symphony, I wanted to create a reminder of the joy of music making,
and along the way explore my own musical identity after 18 years of living
abroad. The title, “Gift” (%L%}(), came from a poem titled “Music as a Gift of
Decency” by Shen Yue from the Northern and Southern dynasties (ca. 400).

The piece is shaped around a folky 4-note motif, which rises and falls against a
large orchestral palette throughout its 10-minute duration. In a nutshell, this is
my gift to fellow musicians.

- Zhou Tian

Concerto for Tuba and Strings

Norwegian composer Arild Plau (1920-2005) composed his Concerto for Tuba
and Strings in 1990. Most of Plau’s compositional output is simple and honest,
and in a chamber music setting, mostly wind quintets and brass quintets. Much
of his music is tonal, and the simplicity of the music allows the performer to
take a lot of interpretative freedom. The Concerto for Tuba and Strings follows
in this manner, as much of the concerto, even the more energetic and rhythmic
parts of the outer movements, are still simple and easy to digest.

The 1st mvt (Prologue) is the longest of the concerto with multiple differing
sections. The Concerto is basically in the standard fast-slow-fast format of
many concertos, but the 1st movement includes a slow, improvisatory introduc-
tion, after which the main section of the movement begins, a fast, energetic
section in 5/8 with constant dialogue between the soloist and the orchestra, al-
ternating with a more lyrical minuet-like section, containing a dialogue between
the tuba and a violin solo. The lyrical and melancholy 2nd movement, Canzone,
was composed after the death of the composer’s wife. This movement features
sighing melodies that rise and fall with deep emotion. The melody also utilizes
the less often heard high range of the tuba. The 3rd mvt is similar to the first
in energy and in the dialogue between the soloist and the orchestra but is much
more lighthearted than the rest of the concerto, with constantly shifting meters
and syncopations and more chromatic winding melodies. All this makes for a
fun and joyful conclusion to a unique concerto.

- Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky

Soul of Remembrance (from Five Movements in Color)

“Five Movements in Color” is about the African-American experience. “Soul
of Remembrance” is the collective moan of a profound grief felt by the
newly-arrived Africans, who found themselves in a strange land, dealing with
the loss of the only life they had known and leaving behind the comforts of
family and friends.

A melody floats over a march in “Soul of Remembrance.” I saw my own
people in their long march to express themselves as fully human. In spite of
the trauma of enslavement, dehumanization, degradation, and oppression, they
carried the ancestral wisdom and spiritual knowledge deep within their souls.
“Soul of Remembrance” is my tribute to the way my ancestors found calm in
the eye of the storm, and held onto hope by remembering that deep knowledge
of the soul.

- Mary D. Watkins

Appalachian Spring: Suite

Aaron Copland composed his well-known ballet, Appalachian Spring in 1944
for Martha Graham and her dance company. It was originally composed for

a small chamber group of 13 instruments (flute, clarinet, bassoon, piano, 4
violins, 2 violas, 2 cellos and 1 bass). This gave the ballet a more intimate
setting with the use of a small ensemble. Copland then arranged the suite from
the ballet for a chamber orchestra, keeping it still intimate.

Martha Graham came up with the title of the ballet and the story of it. As
Martha describes the action of the ballet, “a pioneer celebration in spring
around a newly built farmhouse in the Pennsylvania hills in the eatly part of
the last century. The bride-to-be and the young farmer-husband enact the
emotions, joyful and apprehensive, their new domestic partnership invites. An
older neighbor suggests now and then the rocky confidence of experience. A
revivalist and his followers remind the new householders of the strange and
terrible aspects of human fate. At the end the couple are left quiet and strong
in theitr new house.”

The suite unfolds in 8 sections played without pause which alternate between
slow and fast. Copland’s music with its open fitths and wide spaced melodic
intervals illustrates the openness of the American country. The central part
of the suite, and the most recognizable, is the vatiations on a Shaker theme,
“Simple Gifts,” which Copland actually quotes in full. It is introduced by the
clarinet, and each variation has a different color and orchestration and speed,
until it finally culminates in a grand chorale-like statement of the theme played
by the entire orchestra, before dying away and leading to a beautiful and calm
end to the suite, closing with the same open unresolved chords the piece began
with.

- Immanuel Mykyta-Chomsky

~ MEET THE ARTIST ~

Logan Wadley is currently a Graduate student studying with Dr. Justin
Benavidez at the Eastman School of Music .His professional performances
include performing with the South Dakota Symphony Otrchestra, Sioux City
Symphony Orchestra, Touch of Brass Quintet, Dakota Ragtime Trio, Steel
Groove, as well as performing the Edward Gregson Tuba Concerto with the
Sioux City Municipal Band during their summer series. His festival attendance
includes the Curtis Summerfest in Philadelphia (2019), National Music Festival
in Chestertown Maryland (2023), and Round Top Music Festival in Round Top,
Texas (2023, 2024) as well as the Falcone Festival (2024). Logan was recently

a winner of the silver medal in the 2024 Falcone Tuba Artist Competition, as
well as first place in the tuba Artist division at the North East Regional Tuba
Euphonium Conference. In addition, Logan is also a Jack Kent Cooke Young
Artist Award recipient and performed on NPR’s “From the Top” #371 in La
Jolla, California. In 2023, L.ogan received his Bachelors in Tuba Performance
from the Eastman School of Music with High Distinction and a Performer’s
Certificate. Logan’s professional instructors include Roger Bobo, Don Harry,
Chris Olka, Craig Knox, Todd Cranson, and Chuck Dibley.
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