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Setting 
The El Dorado, a steamboat sailing down the Amazon from  

Leticia, Colombia, to Manaus in the early 1900’s. 
 

~ There will be one 15-minute intermission ~ 
 

 
Act I 

 
On the riverbank, Riolobo, a mystical character who can assume many 
forms, excitedly announces that the El Dorado is bound for the opera house 
in Manaus. There, the legendary opera diva Florencia Grimaldi, who has 
not set foot in her native South America for 20 years, will give a concert to 
reopen the theater. From among the crowds lining the riverbank and selling 
their local wares, we glimpse the ship’s passengers coming aboard: a young 
journalist, Rosalba, who is working on a biography about Florencia 
Grimaldi, Paula and Alvaro, a middle-aged couple journeying to hear 
Grimaldi in hopes of rekindling their marriage, and the diva herself, traveling 
incognito. 
 
As the ship pulls away from the busy port, Florencia reflects on the 
emptiness of her life and her longing to rediscover herself and find her long-
lost lover, Cristóbal, a butterfly hunter in search of the rare Emerald Muse. 
Rosalba’s notebook is rescued from the river by the ship Capitán’s nephew, 
Arcadio, and they exchange confidences about their longings and desires. 
Alvaro and Paula attempt to dine on deck, but misunderstandings about the 
exotic menu lead only to bitter exchanges. 
 
Florencia, awakened by the sounds of the jungle, learns from the Capitán 
that the butterfly hunter has disappeared into the jungle without a trace. 
Later, a tempestuous game of cards reveals the growing affection between 
Rosalba and Arcadio and the increasing tension between Paula and Alvaro. A 
violent storm quickly develops and the ship is carried helplessly in the 
rushing currents in a downpour of pink rain. 
 
Alvaro saves the boat from being crushed by tree trunks but is plunged 
overboard. With the Capitán unconscious, Riolobo appears in the guise of a 
river-spirit and implores the mercy of the gods of the river. Arcadio ably 
takes the helm but is unable to stop the forces of nature as the ship runs 
aground. 
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Act II 
 
In the quiet after the storm, Florencia wonders whether she is alive or 
dead. Arcadio and Rosalba rejoice to find they have survived the storm, 
but frightened by the intensity of their feelings for each other, vow not 
to fall in love and risk disillusionment. Paula laments the loss of Alvaro, 
recognizing that the wall between them was pride—not a lack of love. 
Riolobo once again calls upon the mystical and transformative powers of 
the Amazon. Suddenly Alvaro is returned to the boat, explaining that 
Paula’s voice called him back from the brink of death. On behalf of all 
the passengers, Florencia thanks him for saving their lives and they 
resume their journey to Manaus. 
 
Rosalba finds her ruined notebook containing all her notes for the 
biography of Florencia. She is distraught by the loss of two years’ work, 
but Florencia tells her she has lost nothing irreplaceable. The two women 
begin to argue about the source of Grimaldi’s talents, and when 
Florencia passionately declares that the diva’s gift sprang from her love 
for a man, Rosalba suddenly realizes the woman standing before her is 
the opera singer herself. 
 
With both pairs of lovers reconciled to their need for each other, the 
ship is about to reach Manaus when it is discovered that no one may 
disembark because of a cholera epidemic. In despair at being unable to 
fulfill her search, Florencia’s spirit drifts toward Cristóbal in a mystical 
reunion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Florencia en el Amazonas was commissioned by 
Houston Grand Opera, Seattle Opera, and Los Angeles Music Center Opera  

in part through a grant from Drs. Dennis and Susan Carlyle. 
The World Premiere performance took place on 25 October 1996  

by Houston Grand Opera. 
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FRIENDS OF EASTMAN OPERA DONOR LIST 
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generosity of the following donors whose contributions benefit students, programs 
and productions of the Eastman Voice, Opera and Vocal Coaching Department. This 
listing includes gifts received and recorded for the past eighteen months, i.e., between 
March 1, 2021 and February 28, 2023.  
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In Memory of  Stephen I. Rosenfeld 
Elise Rosenfeld `60W, P`92 
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In Honor of Mrs. Marjorie Grinols  
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Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this list, 
occasional errors and omissions may occur. The ‘Honor Roll’ name 
formats are consistent with the listing guidelines by the University of 
Rochester Advancement Office. FEO and UR would be happy to 
accommodate individual preferences. Please contact the Friends of 
Eastman Opera at feo1995@gmail.com with any changes or corrections. 
Thank you. The Eastman School of Music gratefully acknowledges the 
Friends of Eastman Opera for partnering with the school to provide super
-titles for the stage of Eastman Opera Theatre, state-of-the-art recording 
equipment for the opera department, and sponsoring master classes.  
 

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See first hand the impact your gift makes! 
 
Attend Virtually: Eastman Opera performances, special events, and the 
Annual Voice Competition are viewable at Eastman Livestream located at 
https://www.esm.rochester.edu/live  
 
Meet our rising stars and world-renowned faculty. 
 
Read the latest Eastman Opera news in FEO’s semi-annual newsletter.  
If you are not yet a Friend of Eastman Opera and wish to be one to 
receive notice of special Eastman Opera events, e.g. master classes, 
student recitals, etc., please e-mail your contact information to 
feo1995@gmail.com.  
 
For more information, please check the Eastman School of Music website at 
http://www.esm.rochester.edu.  
 

If you would like to register to receive e-mail notification of Eastman events, 
please go to http://www.esm.rochester.edu/concerts/mailing/ 
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Lotte Lenya Competition 

Celebrating 25 Years 
 

Sponsored by Kurt Weill Foundation for Music 
 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 
Kilbourn Hall 

 
10:00 AM 

Panel Discussion -  
In Conversation: Past Competition Winners 

 
11:00 AM 

Panel Discussion -  
Other Perspectives: Past and Present Judges 

 
1:00 - 4:30 PM 

Final Round of  the 2023 Competition 
 

8:00 PM 
25th Anniversary Gala Alumni Concert  
& Awards Presentation for 2023 Finals 

 
Winners spanning the competition's 25 years return to Kilbourn Hall for a 
special concert of musical theater and operatic favorites. The 2023 Compe-

tition awards presentation follows the concert.  
 

Come see who will take home the top prize of $25,000! 



 

 

Saturday, May 6, 2023 
Jessie Kneisel Competition 

Kilbourn Hall, 1:30 PM 
Free Admission 

 
Saturday, May 13, 2023 

Jessie Kneisel Winner’s Concert 
Kilbourn Hall, 8:00 PM 

Free Admission 
 
 

UPCOMING OPERA EVENTS AT EASTMAN 

Find information about upcoming Eastman concerts and events at: 
esm.rochester.edu/events 

 www.facebook.com/ConcertsAtEastman 

We acknowledge with respect the Seneca Nation, known as the “Great Hill People” 
and “Keepers of the Western Door” of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. We take 
this opportunity to thank the people whose ancestral lands the Eastman School of 
Music of the University of Rochester currently occupies in Rochester, New York.    

Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre fire exits are 

located along the right and left sides, and at the 

back of the hall on each level. In the event of an 

emergency, you will be notified by the stage 

manager. If notified, please move in a calm and 

orderly fashion to the nearest exit. 

Please note: The use of unauthorized 

photographic and recording equipment is not 

allowed in this building. We reserve the right to ask 

anyone disrupting a performance to leave the hall. 

Restrooms are located on each level of Kodak 

Hall at Eastman Theatre. Our ushers will be 

happy to direct you to them. 

 

 
 
 

Supporting the Eastman School of Music: 

For information on making a gift, please con-

tact the Advancement Office at (585) 274-1040, 

or visit the Advancement website 

at www.esm.rochester.edu/advancement.  

 

Stay in tune! Scan this code and join Eastman’s mailing list to be the first 
to know about concert listings and special events and offers! 

http://www.esm.rochester.edu/advancement

