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MEET THE ARTISTS

Joseph Johnson has been heard throughout the world as a soloist,
chamber musician and educator. His festival appearances include
performances in all classical genres at the American festivals of Santa
Fe, Bach Dancing and Dynamite Society, Bard, Cactus Pear, Grand
Teton, and Music in the Vineyards as well as the Pacific Music Festival
in Sapporo, Japan, and the Virtuosi Festival in Brazil.

Mr. Johnson has served as Principal Cellist for the Toronto Symphony
since the 2009/2010 season. Concerto highlights with the Toronto
Symphony include performances of the Dvorak Concerto, Saint-Saens
Concerto, Tchaikovsky Rococo Variations, Brahms Double Concerto with Jonathan Crow,
Beethoven Triple Concerto with Jan Lisiecki and Jonathan Crow, Schumann Concerto, and Strauss
Don Quixote. Other recent recital and concerto appearances include the Brahms Double Concerto
with Robert Uchida and Symphony Nova Scotia, CPE Bach Concerto in a minor at University of
Toronto, Sofia Gubaidulina “Seven Words” Concerto for cello, accordion (bayan) and strings at the
Eastman School of Music, and the Shostakovich Cello Concerto with the Niagara Symphony.

A champion of new Music, Joseph has played the Canadian Premiere of the Unsuk Chin Cello
Concerto with the Esprit Orchestra, Canadian Premiere of the Miguel del Aguila Cello Concerto with
the Toronto Symphony and Edmonton Symphony, North American Premiere of the Peter Oetvos
Cello Concerto with the Toronto Symphony, and the Marc-Andre Dalbavie Cello Concerto with the
Esprit Orchestra. Next year he is scheduled to give the World Premiere of the Emilie Lebel Cello
Concerto with the Toronto Symphony.

As well as being Principal Cellist of the Toronto Symphony, Mr. Johnson previously held the same
position with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. He also serves as Principal Cellist of the Santa Fe
Opera, and during the 2008-2009 season, was acting Principal Cellist of the Honolulu Symphony
Orchestra. Mr. Johnson has performed as guest Principal Cellist with the San Francisco Symphony,
Detroit Symphony, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, and Trondheim Symphony. Prior to his Milwaukee
appointment, Joseph Johnson was a member of The Minnesota Orchestra cello section for eleven
years. He was a founding member of both the Prospect Park Players and the Minneapolis Quartet,
the latter of which was honoured with The McKnight Foundation Award in 2005.

This year, Mr. Johnson was named the cellist for the New Orford String Quartet.

A gifted and inspiring teacher, Mr. Johnson is the newly appointed Associate Professor of Cello at the
Eastman School of Music. He previously held the position of Associate Professor of Cello at the
University of Toronto. Mr. Johnson was the cello coach for the Toronto Youth Symphony for ten
years, and is a regular coach and teacher at the New World Symphony in Miami. He has conducted
numerous master classes for a wide range of institutions and ensembles, including The Shepherd
School of Music at Rice University, Eastman School of Music, Manhattan School of Music,
Northwestern University, the youth orchestras of the Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Chicago, Madison, and
Toronto symphonies, as well as The Glenn Gould School of The Royal Conservatory of Music in
Toronto.



A graduate of the Eastman School of Music, Joseph Johnson earned his Master’s degree from
Northwestern University. Awards and honours include a performer’s certificate from the Eastman
School of Music and first prize from the American String Teachers Association National Solo
Competition.

Mr. Johnson performs on a magnificent J.B. Vuillaume cello crafted in 1840.

Praised by E/ Comercio as a “pianist with a masterful display of artistry,
affirming his well-deserved reputation,” Joonghun Cho is a dedicated
performing artist known for his versatility as a pianist, chamber
musician, and pedagogue. He has concertized widely giving
performances across South Korea, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Slovakia, the
UK, Canada, Japan, and the United States. His performances have
included solo appearances with renowned orchestras, such as the Ann
Arbor Symphony Orchestra, Flint Symphony Orchestra, Kalamazoo
Philharmonia, and Brescia Master Orchestra. His musical prowess has
also led to invitations as a guest artist at esteemed music festivals and
concert series, such as the Gijon International Piano Festival, Palmetto International Piano Festival,
Porto Pianofest, Yeon-Eum Summer Music Festival, Nine Sparrows Arts Foundation Chamber Music
Series, Douglas Haas Legacy Concert Series, Festival Internacional de Musica José Luis Vega “Pelis,”
and the American Liszt Society Festival.

Joonghun's passion for collaborative music extends to his flourishing career as a chamber musician.
He has had the privilege of showcasing his chamber music performances at numerous renowned
institutions and festivals, such as the Eastman School of Music, University of Michigan, University of
Toronto, Royal Conservatory of Music, International Cello Institute and Caledon Music Festival. His
chamber music collaborations have included performances with distinguished musicians like Joseph
Johnson, Luri Lee, Logan Skelton, among others. Notably, he recently participated in a recording
project featuring new compositions by William Horne, which was released by Blue Griffin Recording
Label in 2024.

In addition to his performing career, Joonghun has garnered numerous prizes in international
competitions. His achievements include the gold medal in the Vienna International Music
Competition, first prize in the Master Orchestra International Concerto Competition, second prize in
the William C. Byrd Young Artist Competition, first prize in the International Chopin Piano
Competition in Japan, second prize in the Schimmel USASU International Piano Competition, third
prize in the Glasgow International Piano Competition for Young Pianists, first prize in the Sungjung
Music Concours, second prize in the Kookmin Ilbo Music Concours, and second prize in the Korea-
Germany Brahms Association Music Concours.

Born in Suwon, South Korea, Joonghun commenced his musical journey at the Yewon School and
Seoul Art High School in Seoul, studying under the guidance of Min Sook Jeon, Tong-il Han, and
Hyoung-Joon Chang. Upon relocating to the United States, he pursued his Bachelor of Music in piano
performance at the Eastman School of Music, studying with Barry Snyder. Joonghun continued his
musical education at the University of Michigan under the mentorship of Logan Skelton, completing
both his Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts.



Currently based in Toronto, Canada, Joonghun serves as the artistic director for the Gibson Classical
Concert Series, where he continues to inspire audiences with his musical expertise.

Donald Nally collaborates with creative artists, leading orchestras, and
art museums to make new works for choir that address social and
environmental issues. He has commissioned over 200 works and, with
his ensemble The Crossing, has produced 39 recordings, winning 4
Grammy Awards for Best Choral Performance, while nominated eleven
times. The Crossing was Musical America’s 2024 Ensemble of the Year
and regularly tours Europe and the United States in venues such as
Disney Hall, the National Gallery, Lincoln Center, The Kennedy
Center, Carnegie Hall, Finnish National Opera, the Baltic Sea Festival,
Muziekgebouw in Amsterdam, and the Park Avenue Armory.
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Donald has held distinguished tenures as chorus master for Lyric Opera of Chicago, Welsh
National Opera, Opera Philadelphia, and for many seasons at Il festival dei due mondi in Spoleto,
Italy. He has prepared choruses for the Philadelphia Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the BBC Symphony
Orchestra.

Donald works closely with the artists Allora & Calzadilla and composer David Lang on projects in
museums of London, Porto, Cordoba, Edmonton, Houston, Osaka, and Philadelphia. He has been
visiting resident artist at the Park Avenue Armory and music director of The Mile-Long Opera, David
Lang’s 1000-voice work on The High Line in Manhattan. Two of his projects have been preserved by
the National Archives of The Library of Congress as cultural artifacts, both responding to the 2020
pandemic: his 72-chapter seties Rising w/ The Crossing, and Carols after a Plague, with contributions from
12 composers.

Recent collaborations include the Swedish Radio Choir, Klockriketeatern at the Finnish National
Opera, Musikgebouw (Amsterdam), the Baltic Sea Festival in Stockholm, the Big Ears Festival, the
Haarlem KoorBiénnale, and various projects at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Donald is a frequent guest artist/ teacher at universities, including Yale, Harvard, the
Curtis Institute, the University of Chicago, Indiana University, Notre Dame, UNC Chapel Hill, and
Boston Conservatory.

Donald is the John W. Beattie Chair of Music Emeritus at Northwestern University. This season he
is Visiting Professor of Choral Studies at Westminster Choir College of Rider University and Visiting
Professor at the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University.
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