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Artur Korotin, violin 
Liona Liu, violin 
Ally Keller, viola 
Rafael Rock, cello 

Zoe Markle, double bass 
Dana Crytser, flute 

Daniel Hirshbein oboe 
Ethan Morad, clarinet 

Ian Schneiderman, bassoon 
Diego Turner, trumpet 

Cory Brodack, horn 
Talia Berenbaum, trombone 

Tony Chen, piano 
Aiden Hughes, percussion 
Ben Landon, percussion 

Sunshine Quan, harp 
 

 

 

This City Was Once an Ocean (2023)            Patrick Holcomb 

This City Was Once an Ocean is a product of the age of climate anxiety—or, 
perhaps more relevantly, climate nihilism. The work unfolds like a dream 
(or a premonition) of the polar ice caps melting, thus allowing the ocean 
to cover the planet as it may have done billions of years ago. Although this 
is an apocalyptic event for the human species, the earth is ultimately 
indifferent to our survival. The piece is set in seven brief interconnected 
movements that are constructed out of three distinct but related materials. 
The first, which opens the work in “Water,” is a primal and volatile 
depiction of the ocean. Next, in “Light,” the metallic colors of the 
glockenspiel and the celesta create a kaleidoscopic texture suggestive of 
rays of sunlight. Finally, in “Ice,” the Water material is transformed into a 
static configuration that evokes the crystalline structure and awesome size 
of a glacier. The fourth, fifth, and seventh movements are comprised of 
each of the possible pairs of these materials. At the climax in the sixth 
movement, Water, Light, and Ice come into conflict as though fighting for 
dominance. Ice is ultimately obliterated, and at the end of the piece, Water 
returns to its initial state while Light remains obstinately at its zenith. 

                —Patrick Holcomb 
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Ions (2022)         Parker Callister 
 
The word “ion” is derived from the Greek word “ienai” meaning “to go”. 
Throughout this work, I wanted an unrelenting sort of energy present but 
have it be perpetually changing and represented in multiple timbral and 
registral forms. Along with this idea of constant, frenetic energy, this piece 
also takes inspiration from the artworks of Francis Bacon (1909-1992), 
specifically his use of biomorphic figures in his triptychs. A biomorph is 
defined as a shape resembling that of a living organism, though not 
necessarily of biotic origin. Through the use of multiphonics in the winds 
and the use of other techniques to create noisy, percussive textures, I have 
distorted and obscured the equal-tempered melodic and harmonic content 
I used as an initial framework for the piece.                     — Parker Callister 

Patrick Holcomb is a composer based in Rochester, New York. 
Holcomb’s compositional honors include the 2022 ASCAP Rudolf Nissim 
Prize, a 2022 Belle S. Gitelman Award, a 2021 ASCAP Morton Gould 
Young Composer Award, a 2021 American Prize in Composition, a 2020 
BMI Student Composer Award, the 2019/2021 Jon Vickers Film Scoring 
Award, the 2019 Georgina Joshi Composition Commission Award, the 
2018 Richard K. Joseph Composition Prize, and first prize in the 2017 Mu 
Phi Epsilon Original Composition Contest Division I Class B. He has 
attended the American Composers Orchestra EarShot New Music 
Readings (in 2022), June in Buffalo (in 2022), the RED NOTE New 
Music Festival Composition Workshop (in 2022), the Bowdoin 
International Music Festival (in 2021), the Brevard Music Center Summer 
Institute and Festival (in 2019 as a Composition Teaching Assistant), and 
Connecticut Summerfest (in 2017 and 2018).  

Holcomb completed his undergraduate studies at Ithaca College, from 
which he graduated top of his class in the School of Music with a BM in 
Composition in 2018. He also earned an MM in Composition and an MM 
in Music Scoring for Visual Media from the Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music in 2021. At the Jacobs School, Holcomb served as an 
Associate Instructor of Music Theory and the Composition Department 
Graduate Assistant, the Assistant Director of the New Music Ensemble 
&amp;amp; Co-Coordinator of Music Composition. He studied with 
Claude Baker, Larry Groupé, Eugene O’Brien, and Aaron Travers at 
Indiana University; with Jorge Villavicencio Grossmann, Evis Sammoutis, 
and Dana Wilson at Ithaca College; and with Mark Camphouse prior to 
beginning his college education.  
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Holcomb is currently pursuing a PhD in Composition at the Eastman 
School of Music as a student of Ricardo Zohn-Muldoon and a recipient of 
the Robert L. and Mary L. Sproull University Fellowship from the 
University of Rochester.  

A member of Mensa since age nineteen, Holcomb seeks to write music 
that is both intellectually and emotionally engaging. He cites the time he 
spent studying Hindustani (North Indian) music and performing tabla and 
Indian harmonium under the guidance of Denise Nuttall (a student of 
Zakir Hussain) as the Ethnomusicology Lab Assistant at Ithaca College as 
one of his largest compositional influences.  

 

Parker Callister is a composer and guitarist from Ithaca, NY and is 
currently based out of Rochester, NY. His music draws influence from 
electronic and noise music while also operating in a contemporary music 
idiom. He has had his music performed by the line upon line percussion, 
OSSIA New Music, Unheard//Of Ensemble, the Eastman Graduate 
Composers Sinfonietta, the Ithaca Graduate Percussion Trio, Yarn/Wire, 
members of the Slee Sinfonietta, ECCE Ensemble, and ASKO/
Schoenberg, among others. His primary mentors have included Ricardo 
Zohn-Muldoon, Evis Sammoutis, Michael Hersch, Carlos Sanchez-
Gutierrez and Jorge Grossmann.  Parker has received commissions from 
the Baltimore Integrated Arts Society, line upon line percussion, OSSIA 
New Music and the Music Educators of Lansing, NY. Having received his 
Bachelor’s in Music Composition from Ithaca College and his Master’s 
from the Peabody Institute, Parker is currently attending the Eastman 
School of Music to obtain his PhD in Music Composition. 

Floris Van der Veken (b. 1998) is a Belgian saxophonist and 
performance artist currently residing in Rochester, NY. His performances 
are characterized by a strong emphasis on contemporary repertoire and 
interdisciplinary collaboration. At the moment he is pursuing the Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree at the Eastman School of Music with Dr. Chien-
Kwan Lin. He received his Master’s degree as well as a postgraduate 
specialization degree in performance, both with highest distinction, at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Antwerp, Belgium, studying under Hans de Jong. 
During an exchange year he studied under Rodrigo Vila at the 
Conservatori Superior de Música de les Illes Balears in Mallorca, Spain. 

Floris specializes in contemporary and experimental repertoire, often 
working together with composers to highlight new works.  
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In a collaboration with the composer Wim Henderickx, he premiered the 
concerto Empty Mind I for soprano saxophone and live electronics. As the 
’22-’23 outreach coordinator for the OSSIA New Music organization, 
Floris commits to bringing more new music performances to the 
Rochester area. As an artist committed to interdisciplinary performances, 
Floris wrote and directed his own music- and dance theatre ‘MOIRA – 
Ode to a Life of Failure’ under the coaching of Muziektheater 
Transparant, which premiered in 2019. Besides performing, Floris is an 
active researcher and educator. His research contributes to his 
performance, and vice versa, to solidify a substantiated practice in every 
aspect of the art. His doctoral research encompasses the repertoire of 
Boulez and its use of extramusical elements, providing theoretical 
background for interdisciplinary collaborations. Floris also obtained a 
Master’s degree in Music Education at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Antwerp. He has experience teaching children and adults of all ages and 
considers it a crucial part of musicianship. Floris is the 2020 Laureate of 
the ‘Oranjebeurs’ for music, awarded by the Consulate of the Netherlands, 
and was awarded a grant for his studies in the US by the organization 
Inspiratum. At the Eastman School of Music, he obtained the position of 
teaching assistant as a Graduate Award.   

Having studied conducting as a minor during his Master’s, Floris was the 
assistant-conductor of l’Orquestra del Conservatori Superior de les Illes 
Balears in 2018. He continues to conduct in his DMA under the guidance 
of Prof. Brad Lubman. Floris participated in many masterclasses with 
renowned saxophonists such as Timothy McAllister, Arno Bornkamp, 
Ryo Noda, Lars Mlekusch, Vincent David, Joonatan Rautiola, Jérôme 
Laran, and Nicholas Prost. 

 

Luke Poeppel is a Master’s student at the Eastman School of Music, 
studying conducting in the studio of Brad Lubman. He graduated from 
New York University––where he studied composition and conducting 
with Louis Karchin––with departmental honors for his song-cycle, 3 
Songs for Molly Bloom. Luke was the Category-A winner of the NYC 
Composer’s Concordance 2019 competition, as well as the senior winner 
for the state of Massachusetts in the 2018 Music Teachers National 
Association Competition for Lux Aeterna et Sanctus, a work first 
performed at the Curtis Summerfest Program. He is the winner of the 
2021 Gustave Ries Memorial Prize in Music from NYU and the Seth 
Kimmelman award from New England Conservatory. He has collaborated 
with ensembles including the JACK Quartet, the Kronos Quartet, 
Contemporaneous, the Bergamot Quartet, Yarn Wire, and Composer’s 
Concordance.  
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In the Summer of 2022, he conducted La Bohème with the Hastings 
Philharmonic Orchestra, under the direction of Marcio da Silva, then 
serving as an assistant conductor in Italy for Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione 
di Poppea at the Saluzzo Opera Academy. Outside of performance, he has 
worked as a research assistant for Dr. Nori Jacoby at the Frankfurt-based 
Max Planck Institute for Empirical Aesthetics between 2020 and 2022 in 
the Computational Auditory Perception group. During this time, he 
completed a study on computational techniques for rhythmic search and 
annotation in the context of Olivier Messiaen’s transcriptions of birdsong. 
This research was presented at the 2021 Society for Music Theory 
Conference. 
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Sunday, March 19, 2023 
Tuba Mirum 

Kilbourn Hall, 1:00 PM 
Free Admission 

 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 

Horn Choir 
Kilbourn Hall, 7:30 PM 

Free Admission 
 

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
Brass Guild 

Kilbourn Hall, 7:30 PM 
Free Admission 

 
Thursday, March 23, 2023 

Chamber Percussion Ensemble 
Kilbourn Hall, 7:30 PM 

Free Admission 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT EASTMAN 

Find information about upcoming Eastman concerts and events at: 
esm.rochester.edu/events 

 www.facebook.com/ConcertsAtEastman 

We acknowledge with respect the Seneca Nation, known as the “Great Hill People” 
and “Keepers of the Western Door” of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. We take 
this opportunity to thank the people whose ancestral lands the Eastman School of 
Music of the University of Rochester currently occupies in Rochester, New York.    

Kilbourn Hall fire exits are located along the right 

and left sides, and at the back of the hall. In the 

event of an emergency, you will be notified by the 

stage manager. If notified, please move in a calm 

and orderly fashion to the nearest exit. 

Please note: The use of unauthorized photo-

graphic and recording equipment is not allowed in 

this building. We reserve the right to ask anyone 

disrupting a performance to leave the hall. 

Restrooms are located on the main floor of 

Kilbourn Hall. Fully-accessible restrooms are 

available on the first floor of the Eastman 

School. Our ushers will be happy to direct you 

to them. 

Supporting the Eastman School of Music: 

For information on making a gift, please con-

tact the Advancement Office at (585) 274-1040, 

or visit the Advancement website 

at www.esm.rochester.edu/advancement.  

Scan this QR code to see all of the 
exciting concerts coming up in our 
22-23 Eastman Presents Season!  

http://www.esm.rochester.edu/advancement

