
BLACK STUDENTS’ UNION AT 
EASTMAN PRESENTS 

 

PEACE AND  
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Wednesday, February 19, 2025 

Kilbourn Hall 
7:30 PM 



PROGRAM 

Welcome Statement         Dr. Crystal Sellers Battle
            Associate Dean of Equity & Inclusion
  
 
 
Brass Quintet No. 1 (2020)           Adrian B. Sims 
             (b. 2000) 
 
 
 
Boy Meets Horn (1938)           Duke Ellington 
        (1899-1974) 
         arr. Kenneth Amis 
 

Jarett “JR” Jean Jacques, trumpet 
Norman Carswell, trumpet 

Miles Woods, horn 
Corey “CJ” Bohler, trombone 

Jonathan Miller, tuba 
 

 
 
Suite for Violin and Piano, Op. 3            Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 
 I. Pastorale. Larghetto        (1875-1912) 
 II. Cavatina. Andante 
 

Lauren Edwards, violin 
Irina Lupines, piano 

 
 
 

Oh, What a Beautiful City (1939)        William Dawson 
        (1899-1990) 
                 arr. Edward Boatner 
 

Emma Grace Wade, soprano 
Alison d’Amato, piano 

 
 



Two Romances for Viola and Piano (1997)   Adolphus Hailstork 
 II. Amoroso           (b. 1941)
  

Alexander Diaz, viola 
Alison d’Amato, piano 

 
 
 

Five Negro Melodies for Piano Trio,       Samuel Coleridge-Taylor   
   Op. 59, No. 1        
 I. Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child  
 V. My Lord Delivered Daniel 
 

Lauren Edwards, violin 
Tyler Brown, cello 

Irina Lupines, piano 
 
 
 

INTERMISSION 
 
 
 

Peace (2020)        Jessie Montgomery 
             (b. 1981) 
 

Nathan Clarke, oboe 
Linda Boianova, piano 

 
 
 

Sonatine for Viola and Piano (1939)    Ulysses Kay
         (1917-1995) 
 

 Arthur Nyanfor, viola 
Alison d’Amato, piano 

 
 
 

PROGRAM  



Lamentations: Black/Folk Song Suite (1973) Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson 
         (1932-2004) 
 

Tyler Brown, cello 
 
 
 

Blues for D.D. (2000)                          Jeffrey Agrell 
             (b. 1948) 
 

 Myles Meader, oboe 
Jack Snelling, piano 

 
 
 

Delfeayo’s Dilemma (1985)                      Ellis Marsalis 
         (1934-2020) 
 

Cameron Jones, tenor saxophone 
Daniel Mach-Holt, trombone 

Lorenzo Monk, piano 
Brenden Nie, bass 

Braden Jones, drum set 
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CJ: “Black History Month to me is the appreciation and acknowledgement 
of Blackness and how in all aspects of society, the recognition of our 
people, and a culture that transcends the racist and imperial formations of 
the united states of America. It’s the month to honor our ancestors and 
their hidden contributions, and a time of reflection on the work still to be 
done.” 
 
Corey “CJ” Bohler is a student of Professor Larry Zalkind from Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
 
Tyler: “Black History Month reminds me to acknowledge and appreciate 
those who came before me, and the work they did to ensure I have the 
freedom to achieve my highest potential.” 
 
Tyler Brown is a student of Professor Joseph Johnson from Schertz, TX. 
 
 
Norman: “Performing music here at this wonderful institution is a 
blessing. Getting to study with my phenomenal teachers and learning from 
my peers is something I will always be extremely grateful for.” 
 
Norman Carswell is a student of Professors Wesley Nance and Andrew 
McCandless from Arlington, TX.  
 
 
Nathan: “Black History Month is a time to give grace to what we’ve 
accomplished as people. I feel I am able to contribute to this through the 
music I play and I feel very privileged to share that with those who are 
willing to listen. I find that even in times where we endure so much we 
have the ability to find grace in our hardships and produce something 
bigger and more meaningful. I continue to pursue this sentiment in my 
music.” 
 
Nathan Clarke is a student Professor Richard Killmer from Orlando, FL. 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS FROM TONIGHT’S ARTISTS 



Alexander: “To me, Black History Month is a steppingstone toward Dr. 
King’s dream. In his speech, he envisioned a nation united, where all 
children—regardless of color—can play together as equals. Black History 
Month reminds me that we’re making progress, and one day, we may fully 
realize that dream here in the United States.” 
 
Alexander Diaz is a student of Professor George Taylor from Long 
Island, NY. 
 
 
Lauren: “Black History Month is the time to recognize black leaders, 
history, art, and culture. However, these legacies should be recognized not 
only during the month of February, but throughout the entire year. The 
contributions made by African Americans deserves more than a month of 
recognition.” 
 
Lauren Edwards is a student of Professor Robin Scott from Baltimore, 
MD. 
 
 
JR: “Black History Month is a time to honor the resilience, achievements, 
and rich heritage of Black people throughout history. For me, it’s a 
moment to celebrate my culture and feel connected to my roots, even 
while being away from home. It’s a chance to reflect on the sacrifices of 
those who came before me and to take pride in the unique traditions that 
have shaped my identity. Sharing this month with others brings an 
incredible sense of joy and unity. It reminds me that no matter where I 
am, my culture is always a part of me.” 
 
Jarrett “JR” Jean Jacques is a student of Professor Andrew McCandless 
from Dominica, Caribbean. 
 
 
Cameron: “Who I am, where I am now and where I will be in the future 
is a culmination of all the historical black figures’ actions.  It serves as a 
reminder that I can also do great things with a strong will and 
perseverance.” 
 
Cameron Jones is a student of Professor Charles Pillow from Decatur, 
IL. 

REFLECTIONS FROM TONIGHT’S ARTISTS 



Daniel: A reminder of the trials and tribulations faced in the past, what is 
to be faced in the future, and that no matter what, Black America will 
persevere. It is also a reminder for self-acceptance and that it is ok to be 
unique. 
 
Daniel Mach-Holt is a student of Professor Jeff Campbell from Sarasota, 
FL. 
 
 
Myles: “Black History Month is a time for me to honor the strength, 
resilience, and sacrifices of those who came before me—people who 
fought through unimaginable hardships so that I could have a chance to 
chase my dreams. But more than that, it’s a time for me to reflect on my 
own journey and the person who has been my greatest source of strength: 
my mom. 
 
When my father passed away five years ago, it became just my mom and 
me against the world. She had already been carrying the weight of being 
both parents from the divorce in ‘07, but now it was intensified, trying to 
navigate a world that was never built for us—yet was built by us. Like so 
many single Black mothers, she sacrificed everything to make sure I had a 
chance at a future, even when the odds were stacked against us. 
 
Growing up, there was no room for financial leniency—every dollar 
mattered, so I learned early that nothing would be handed to me. From 
the time I was 15, I worked multiple jobs just to survive, just to keep the 
lights on, just to make sure I could keep playing music. But through every 
late-night shift and every moment of exhaustion, my mom was there, 
reminding me why I had to keep going. She gave me everything she could, 
even when she had nothing left to give. Now, whenever I can, I give back 
to her—not because she asks, but because I would give anything for her, 
just as she has always given everything for me. 
 
Black History Month is not just about celebrating the past—it’s about 
honoring the sacrifices, resilience, and strength that have made my journey 
possible. It’s about acknowledging the struggles of single Black mothers 
like mine, who have carried the weight of generations on their backs while 
giving their children the world. Many people may not know my mom, but 
to me, she is a giant. Every breath I take, every note I play, every step 

REFLECTIONS FROM TONIGHT’S ARTISTS 



forward I make—I do it standing on her shoulders. She is my history, my 
foundation, and my greatest inspiration. And just as she lifted me up, I will 
spend my life doing the same for those who come after me and her!” 
 
Myles Meader is a student of Professor Richard Killmer from Longview, 
TX. 
 
 
Jonathan: “To me Black History Month is the celebration and 
acknowledgement of Black culture and important figures both past and 
present in order to put the depth and history of the African American 
community into perspective.”  
 
Jonathan Miller is a student of Professor Justin Benavidez from St. 
Petersburg, FL. 
 
 
Lorenzo: “Black history to me means a time to acknowledge all the black 
voices and innovators that came before me whether it be artists or 
activists. It is also a time to celebrate being black and spread positivity.” 
 
Lorenzo Monk is a student of Professor Gary Versace from Columbus, 
OH. 
 
 
Arthur: “To me, Black History Month means that I get a chance to reflect 
on recent and/or current events, how it’s affecting me as an African-
American, and what I can do to make the world more comfortable for 
people like me. I compare what’s happening now to what has happened in 
the past, asking myself, ‘what would Martin Luther King Jr. have done?’” 
 
Arthur Nyanfor is a student of Professor George Taylor from Columbia, 
SC. 
 
 
Jack: “Black History Month to me celebrates the resiliency and 
perseverance of Black people in the United States. While one part of Black 
History Month is honoring the artists, educators, and visionaries who 
succeeded despite systemic racism, another part has to be platforming 
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Black artists (both past and present) that have not been able to find the 
same mainstream success. This opportunity to spread awareness of Black 
creators outside of the mainstream enables arts organizations around the 
world to improve their programming and outreach beyond their respective 
canons.” 
 
Jack Snelling is a student of Professor Gary Versace from Webster 
Groves, MO. 
 
 
Emma: “To me, Black History Month means remembering and honoring 
all of the influential and inspirational Black people who paved the way. 
This inspires me to trailblaze as an artist for those who come after me.” 
 
Emma Wade is a student of Professor Nicole Cabell from Brighton, NY. 
 
 
Miles: “Black History Month to me represents a small insight to the 
efforts and tribulations my ancestors went through for me to be able to do 
what I do now. It is a celebration of the progress that was made and a 
reminder of how much farther we need to go.” 
 
Miles Woods is a student of Professor Peter Kurau from Nashville, TN. 
 
 
Dr. d’Amato: “Black History Month is a time of education, celebration, 
and conversation. As a musician, I have found original beauty and 
emotional impact in songs by Black composers, and it resonates with me 
as a performer and teacher. As our students’ drive toward social justice is 
at an all-time high, it is imperative that we invest in specific cultural stories 
and repertoire that have a vital role in our work as artists.” 
 
Alison d’Amato is Associate Professor of Vocal Coaching from Fredonia, 
NY. 
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The Black Students’ Union at Eastman is a student-led organization 
founded in 2018. Since its inception, the club has strived to foster an 
environment where students of African descent feel empowered, 
informed, and valued while navigating their unique experiences in the 
world of classical music. 
 
The Black Students’ Union at Eastman has hosted a Black History Month 
showcase recital annually since the student organization was revived in 
2018. The goal of this recital is to promote music by black composers 
while also showcasing the performance expertise of the black students 
who study at the Eastman School of Music. 
 
 

2024-2025 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
Jarett Jean Jacques, Co-President 

Miles Woods, Co-President 
Lauren Edwards, Vice President 

Nathan Clarke, Vice President of Community Relations 
Holden Turner, Treasurer 

Myles Meader and Lauren Smith, Graduate Advisors 
Dr. Crystal Sellers Battle, Faculty Advisor  

BLACK STUDENTS’ UNION AT EASTMAN 

We acknowledge with respect the Seneca Nation, known as the “Great Hill People” 
and “Keepers of the Western Door” of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. We take this 
opportunity to thank the people whose ancestral lands the Eastman School of Music of 

the University of Rochester currently occupies in Rochester, New York. 



Tickets for all series concerts can be purchased at EastmanTheatre.org 
 
KODAK HALL SERIES 

Titanic Live 
Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre 
Friday, February 21, 2025 at 7:30 PM 

Nominated for 14 Academy Awards, Titanic is still globally one of the 
most loved films ever made. The event will see the film screened in high 
definition, as James Horner’s timeless score is played live on stage by a live 
orchestra, conducted by Mark Watters, accompanied by Eric Rigler 
playing Uilleann Pipes and Whistles and vocal soloist Alice Zawadzki. 
 
EASTMAN PIANO SERIES 

Haochen Zhang 
Kilbourn Hall 
Thursday, March 6, 2025 at 7:30 PM 

Since his gold medal win at the Thirteenth Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition in 2009, Haochen Zhang has captivated audiences in 
the United States, Europe, and Asia with a unique combination of deep 
musical sensitivity, fearless imagination, and spectacular virtuosity. In 
2017, Haochen received the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant, which 
recognizes talented musicians with the potential for a major career in 
music. 

UPCOMING EASTMAN SERIES CONCERTS 

UPCOMING STUDENT ENSEMBLE CONCERTS 

All student performances are free unless otherwise noted. 
 

Friends of  Eastman Opera Competition 
Kilbourn Hall 
Friday, February 21, 2025 at 7:30 PM 
 

Repertory Singers & Treble Chorus 
Kilbourn Hall 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 at 3:30 PM 
 



For the most up to date information on Eastman concerts and 
events, scan this code to visit our online calendar. 


