EASTMAN RANLET SERIES

YING QUARTET

with Masumi Per Rostad, viola

Sunday, January 26, 2025
Kilbourn Hall
3:00 PM
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PROGRAM

String Quintet No. 4 in G Minor, K. 516  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Allegro (1756-1791)
Menuetto and Trio. Allegretto
Adagio ma non troppo
Adagio — Allegro

Masumi Per Rostad, viola

INTERMISSION

String Quartet No. 14 in D Minor, D. 810 Franz Schubert
(“Death and the Maiden”) (1797-1828)
Allegro
Andante con moto

Scherzo. Allegro molto — Trio
Presto

YING QUARTET
Robin Scott, violin
Janet Ying, violin
Phillip Ying, viola
David Ying, cello



MEET THE ARTISTS

The Grammy Award-winning Ying Quartet
occupies a position of unique prominence in
the classical music world, combining
brilliantly communicative performances with
a fearlessly imaginative view of chamber
music in today's wotld. Now in its third
decade, the Quartet has established itself as
an ensemble of the highest musical
qualifications. The Quartet’s performances
regularly take place in many of the world's
most important concert halls; at the same time, the Ying’s belief that
concert music can also be a meaningful part of everyday life has drawn the
foursome to perform in settings as diverse as the workplace, schools,
juvenile prisons, and the White House.

The Ying Quartet first came to professional prominence in the early 1990s
as the first recipient of an NEA Rural Residence Grant which led to it
serving as the resident quartet of Jesup, lowa, a farm town of 2,000
people. Playing before audiences of six to six hundred in homes, schools,
churches, and banks, the Quartet had its first opportunities to use music
and creative endeavor to help build community and authentic human
connection. The Quartet considers its time in Jesup the foundation of its
present musical life and goals.

The Quartet’s 2023-24 season features performances for Philadelphia
Chamber Music Society, Chamber Music Society of Logan, Music
Toronto, and Chamber Music Albuquerque. In Spring 2024, the Ying
Quartet teams up with bassist and composer Xavier Foley for a
collaboration built around their shared passion for Dvordk and the
progressive approach that he demonstrated through his life and music.

The Ying's ongoing LifeMusic commissioning project, created in response
to its commitment to expanding the rich string quartet repertoire, has
already achieved an impressive history. Supported by the Institute for
American Music, the Ying Quartet commissions both established and
emerging composers to create music that reflects contemporary American
life.



MEET THE ARTISTS

Praised for his “burnished sound” (The
New York Times) and described as an
“electrifying, poetic, and sensitive
musician,” the Grammy Award-winning,
Japanese-Norwegian violist Masumi Per
Rostad hails from the gritty East Village of
1980s New York. He was raised in an artist
loft converted from a garage with a 1957
Chevy Belair as the remnant centerpiece in
their living room. Masumi began his studies at the nearby Third Street
Music School Settlement at age three and has gone on to become one of
the most in demand soloists, chamber musicians, teachers. In addition to
maintaining an active performance schedule, he serves on the faculty of
the prestigious Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY.

Masumi regularly tours internationally and has performed at many of the
most prominent festivals, including Marlboro, Spoleto USA,
Music@Menlo, Caramoor, Music in the Vineyards, Bowdoin, and the
Aspen Music Festival. His guest violist collaborations include programs
with the St Lawrence, Ying, Pavel Haas, Mir6, Verona, and Emerson
String Quartets, as well as with the Horszowski Trio. He toured and
recorded extensively as a former member of the International Sejong
Soloists. He can be heard on the Cedille Records, Naxos, Hyperion,
Musical Observations, Bridge, and Tzadik record labels.

As a member of the Pacifica Quartet for almost two decades (2001-2017),
Masumi regularly performed in the world’s greatest halls including
Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, Tokyo’s Suntory Hall, Sydney’s City Hall,
New York’s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, London’s Wigmore Hall,
Vienna’s Konzerthaus and Musikverein, Munich’s Herkuleshaal, Paris’
Louvre and Cité de la Musique, and Betlin’s Konzerthaus among many
others. He was full professor of viola and chamber music as quartet-in-
residence at Indiana University's Jacobs School of Music. In 20006, the
ensemble was awarded the coveted Cleveland Quartet Award, Avery
Fisher Career Grant, and they were also named Musical America’s 2009
Ensemble of the Year.



MEET THE ARTISTS

Masumi is an ardent advocate for the arts, and often sought after as a
contributing writer to such publications as the Huffington Post, Strings
and Gramophone magazines as well as The Guardian.

Passionate about breaking down barriers that prevent people from
enjoying Classical music, Masumi was the founder of DoCha, a chamber
music festival in Champaign, Illinois that produced innovative events
with a focus on engaging new audiences through fun and inventive
programming. DoCha-hosted events featured unique collaborations
between members of the University and multi-genre presentations from
Classical chamber music to contemporary dance, the spoken word, and
much more. All programs were free of charge and took place at a
beautiful former community Opera House. Other activities of DoCha,
included ‘in-reach’ performances for elementary school students as well as
master classes, competitions and performance opportunities for local
music students.

Masumi has served on the faculties of the University of Illinois at Urbana
-Champaign, Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, The
University of Chicago, Longy School of Music, and Northwestern
University. He has given master classes at The Colburn School, Cleveland
Institute of Music, The Aspen Music Festival, Bowdoin International
Music Festival, Interlochen and San Francisco Conservatory among many
others.

He received his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from The Juilliard
School. There, he studied with legendary violist and pedagogue Karen
Tuttle from the age of 17 and was made her teaching assistant just three
years later at the age of 20. At Juilliard, he was awarded the ‘Lillian Fuchs
Award’ for the most outstanding graduating violist. He also won the
Juilliard School Concerto Competition and performed the world premiere
of Michael White's Viola Concerto in Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall,
with conductor James DePreist. That same year he gave the New York
premiere of Paul Schoenfield's Viola Concerto with the Juilliard
Symphony to critical acclaim. In 2008 he was awarded the ‘Rising Star
Award’ by the Third Street Music School Settlement for his musical
achievements



MEET THE ARTISTS

Masumi lives in Rochester, NY with his wife Sonia — a concert pianist —
and their daughter, Ling. He is professor of viola and chamber music at
the Eastman School of Music. He is a D’Addario Artist and has used their

strings since 1999. Celebrating a 400 year birthday in 2019, his Amati viola
was crafted in Cremona, Italy in 1619.

We acknowledge with respect the Seneca Nation, known as the “Great Hill People”
and “Keepers of the Western Door” of the Handenosannee Confederacy. We take this
opportunity to thank the people whose ancestral lands the Eastman School of Music of

the University of Rochester currently occupies in Rochester, New York.




UPCOMING EASTMAN SERIES CONCERTS

Tickets for all series concerts can be purchased at EastmanTheatre.org

FACULTY ARTIST SERIES

Robin Scott, violin, & Ahrim Kim, cello
Kilbourn Hall
Monday, January 27, 2025 at 7:30 PM

EASTMAN PIANO SERIES

Alexandre Kantorow
Kilbourn Hall
Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 7:30 PM

In 2019, at the age of 22, Alexandre Kantorow was the first French pianist
to win the Gold Medal at the International Tchaikovsky Competition, also
receiving the Grand Prix, previously awarded only three times in the
competition’s history. Now in demand at the highest level worldwide, he
is applauded for his innate poetic charm, luminous clarity, and stunning
virtuosity.

FACULTY ARTIST SERIES

Eastman Virtuosi
Kilbourn Hall
Saturday, February 1, 2025 at 7:30 PM

UPCOMING STUDENT ENSEMBLE CONCERTS

All student performances are free unless otherwise noted.

Bach Cantata Series
Hatch Recital Hall
Sunday, February 2, 2025 at 3:30 PM

Eastman Wind Orchestra
Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre
Monday, February 3, 2025 at 7:30 PM



For the most up to date information on Eastman concerts and
events, scan this code to visit our online calendar.
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