
Piano Proficiency Requirements for ECMS Diploma (rev. 2/2017) 
 
Diploma candidates who are non-keyboard majors may complete the requirement by one of three 

means: 

 

1. Complete a year of Diploma Piano Class at ECMS, or 

2. Complete a year of private piano lessons at ECMS, culminating in an examination, or 

3. Before grade 12 in high school, pass a Piano Proficiency Examination given by the 

ECMS Piano Department Chairperson. This examination must demonstrate basic 

keyboard competency. Supplicant will be asked to play:  

 2-octave scales in at least 4 major and 4 minor keys, hands separately, plus 

chord progressions I – IV – I – V – I in the same keys  

 3 pieces of varying styles (memorization not required), of the level of 

difficulty of The Notebook of Anna Magdalena Bach, Bartók Mikrokosmos 

Volume 2, easier etudes of Czerny, or children’s pieces by Kabalevsky, 

Norton, Schumann 

 a short sight-reading example, using both hands and both clefs. 

 

Jazz Diploma candidates who are not pianists may complete the jazz keyboard requirement by 

one of three means: 

 

1. Complete a year of Diploma Jazz Piano Class at ECMS, or 

2. Complete a year of private jazz piano lessons at ECMS, culminating in an examination, 

or 

3. Before grade 12 in high school, pass an examination with an ECMS Jazz Piano 

Instructor. The following skills will be examined: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


