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Israeli contralto Mira Zakai is known worldwide for her many appearances with the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra, the Israeli Opera, the Berlin Philharmonic, the New York Philharmonic Orchestra and the orchestras of Chicago, Paris, London, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Zurich, Vienna, Montreal, Toronto, and Washington.  Among the many prominent conductors with whom she has worked are Kubelik, Barenboim Solti, Mehta, ,  Abbado, Bertini, Berio, Davis, Comissione, Eschenbach, Giulini, Menuhin, and Leinsdorf.  Her diverse operatic roles range from Prince Orlovsky to Ulrica and Erda.  An acclaimed recitalist noted for her performances of Mahler and Bach, Ms. Zakai has performed in the leading cities of Europe and America as well as in her own country.  Her Lieder recitals have taken her to New York’s Alice Tully Hall, Paris, Amsterdam, Berlin, Hamburg, Heidelberg, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Brussels, Antwerp, Montreal, and Glasgow, where she also made her international opera debut with Scottish Opera alternating performances with Dame Janet Baker as Orfeo in Gluck's Orfeo ed Euridice.  Sir Yehudi Menuhin chose her to be the only soloist in a special concert for Pope John Paul II, telecast worldwide, singing Bach's aria "Erbarme dich, mein Gott” with Mr. Menuhin playing the violin obbligato part.  Born in Jerusalem, Ms. Zakai teaches voice and Lied & Oratorio repertoire at the Rubin Academy of Music of Tel Aviv University, where she herself studied music and humanities.  In honor of Israel's 50th anniversary she received a special award for her dedication, contribution, inspiration and performance of Israeli contemporary music from Israel’s Minister of Culture and Education.
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