
 

 

Supplemental Form for Non-U.S. Citizens and Non-Native English Speakers 
This form must be submitted by December 1 

 
English Proficiency and the Admission Decision  
 

All applicants who are non-native speakers of English must provide the Eastman School with a current Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) score taken within the past two years. The institution code for your score to be sent to the Eastman School is 2224. Your TOEFL score 
must be sent directly by the testing agency by DECEMBER 1. 

 

NEW FOR 2008: Non-native speakers of English who can demonstrate that they moved permanently to a country where the primary language is 
English before their 14th birthday are exempt from the TOEFL requirement; undergraduate applicants in this situation are required to submit 
SAT scores instead of the TOEFL; if they cannot submit SAT scores, they must submit the TOEFL. There are no further exceptions to this 
policy. Any questions regarding the TOEFL requirement should be addressed to the Director of Admissions.  

 

This policy is applied fairly and equally, using the established criteria found on this form as one of many factors in an admission decision. 
Non-native speakers who have spent time in an English-speaking setting after their 14th birthday can demonstrate the strength of their 
English abilities by means of a strong TOEFL score. The strength of an entire application, in turn, has a direct impact on not only an 
admission decision but also a Financial Aid decision.  Faxed copies of the score are NOT acceptable. Test scores that are more than two 
years old are not considered current indicators of your English ability and will not be accepted. This policy includes, but is not limited to: 
Eastman School of Music students adding a new degree program, applicants who will have graduated from a U.S. high school or college 
(regardless of level of study), and Green Card holders or U.S. citizens whose native language is not English.  Applicants are urged to plan 
ahead and take the TOEFL exam well before Eastmanõs application deadline to ensure that an initial score arrives in the Admissions Office 
by December 1. TOEFL test centers are typically booked out weeks in advance in the Spring so take the test early! 
 
TOEFL Scores and the Admission Decision 
 

For the 2007-08 admission cycle, the Eastman School of Music reserves the right not to assign an audition/interview date until 
a TOEFL score is submitted. If you are required to take the TOEFL according to the above policy, your file will be incomplete 
until your TOEFL score is received, and you may forfeit your right to an audition. A review of an initial TOEFL score is a 
required part of the file review and decision, and is especially important in prescreened majors since audition places are limited. 
 
 

 The Eastman School will accept TOEFL scores in the new Internet Based Test (iBT), the Computer Based Test (CBT) or 
the older Paper Based Test (if available).  The Internet based test, if available, is preferred.  

 Following receipt of a TOEFL score, an admission decision can be made that will take into account the level of English 
ability of the applicant. We evaluate both composite and individual section scores to determine sufficient English proficiency. 

 The TOEFL may be retaken a number of times and the new score may be submitted each time before an admission decision 
is made; any level of improvement achieved can influence the admission decision.  

 A decision to admit will NOT be made for non-native speakers of English missing a TOEFL score. 

 On audition days in Rochester, non-native speakers will be scheduled for a short interview to assess their current level of 
English in conjunction with their submitted TOEFL score.  

 Assessment of doctoral applicants is based in part on a review of the music research paper(s) submitted (in English). 
 

Our goal is to help non-native English speakers be successful in study at Eastman.  The TOEFL score and essay (noted on page 2) help us 
decide if the applicant should be admitted, or admitted with special provisions. The levels of provisional admission to Eastman for reasons 
of English ability are as follows: 

 Applicants may be required to attend summer ESL 

 Students may be required to enroll in English courses during the academic year 

 Students may be allowed an additional year to complete degree study 
 

For information on the TOEFL program, contact: 
TOEFL, Box 6151, Princeton, NJ 08541-6151, U.S.A.  Phone: 609-771-7500; web site: http://www.toefl.org;  e-mail: toefl@ets.org  
 

 
Orientation Requirement for Non-Native English Speakers and for International Students 
International students and non-native English speakers are required to attend Eastmanõs orientation program before beginning their degree 
studies.  Orientation includes an assessment of English skills by the Director of the English as a Second Language program. All non-native 
English speakers, including U.S. citizens or permanent residents must attend the English language assessment test.  Specific sessions are 
provided for international students to aid in their adjustment to study in the United States.  Orientation is held in late summer, just before 
classes begin. Any new student who is not a native English speaker, regardless of citizenship, must attend this orientation.   
 
You should keep this page for your records. 
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Applicant and Background Information  
 

Name  __________________________________________________________________________         Gender  ___Male   ___Female 
 Family (Last) Name   Given (First) Name   Middle Name 
 

Permanent Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
      Street     City    Postal Code Country  
Phone  ____________________________ Fax  _____________________________  E-Mail   ______________________________ 
 

Intended Degree _____________________ Intended Major ____________________ Instrument/Voice _______________________ 
 

Country of Birth   _________________________________________ Country of Citizenship  ______________________________ 
 

Country of Residence  ______________________________________ Marital Status  ___Single ___Married 
 

What is your native language?  ________________________________ Do you converse easily in English?  ___Yes     ___No 
 

Have you ever attended any academic classes taught in English?   _____Yes     _____No   
 

If yes, describe________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For your reported scores, please indicate if your TOEFL exams were the Internet Based Test (iBT), Computer Based Test (CBT) or Paper Based Test (PBT) 
 

What is your most recent TOEFL score?  ________________iBT/CBT/PBT  Date TOEFL was taken ______________________________ 
 

Previous TOEFL scores (if any): _____________________iBT/CBT/PBT Date taken: ________________________________________ 
 

Date of Future TOEFL test (if any): _____________________iBT/CBT/PBT Location of Test Center for future test: ___________________ 
 

If you already hold a visa, please indicate the visa type  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you hold a U.S. student visa, please indicate the school you are attending  ________________________________________________ 
 

If you hold a Green Card (permanent resident card), what is the number?    ________________________________________________ 
 

What sources of financial support will you have while you are enrolled as a student at Eastman? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Required Writing Sample 
All applicants whose native language is not English must also submit a short (one page) essay sample describing their 
experience learning the English language. Upload the essay in the online application (after your resume and personal 
statement), including your name and the title, òNon-Native English Essayó on the file.  Do not use a translation from your 
native language or the services of a translator. 
 

All degree programs at Eastman include classes in music theory, music history and (at the undergraduate level) the humanities.  Instruction 
is conducted in English, and applicants must show evidence of English fluency.  To aid in our assessment of your language skills, this essay 
should tell us about your English studies including: the length of your study, the program content studied, and your comfort level speaking 
and writing English. We wish to assess your actual level of English fluency.  
 
Visa Information  
International students are required to have a visa in order to study in the United States.  Students admitted to the U.S. on a student visa 
must enroll as full-time students and register for a minimum of 12 credit hours each semester (or 9 credit hours if the student is assigned 
specific Graduate Awards).  Special Students (non-matriculated students) also must be full-time in order to qualify for a student visa.  The 
Office of Academic Affairs may specifically advise international students about course load and credit hours. 
 

To obtain the certificate of eligibility (I-20 or IAP-66) for a student visa, non-U.S. citizens must verify their ability to pay tuition, fees and 
living expenses for the first year of study.  (This is a requirement of the U.S. government). Current undergraduate expenses for 2007-08 
total c. $44,000 (U.S. dollars); graduate expenses are somewhat less.  Summer living expenses would require at least another $3,500.  Proof 
of financial support may include, but is not limited to, Eastman scholarship, personal savings, loans, etc.  While international students often 
qualify for merit scholarships from the Eastman School, merit scholarships do not cover the full cost of attendance.  Citizens of other 
countries are not eligible for federal assistance from the U.S. government, unless they hold permanent resident cards.  Non-U.S. citizens are 
urged to investigate sources of financial aid within their home countries for additional help for study in the United States.  (These sources 
might include government or private scholarships). 
 

Assistance in obtaining visas is provided by the International Student Secretary of the Eastman Admissions Office and by the University of 
Rochester International Services Office.  Visas for degree study may not be requested nor obtained until the studentõs application 
is complete, an offer of acceptance to Eastman is made, and the student has paid the enrollment deposit and verified proof of 
funding from all sources (including the Eastman School of Music). 
 
Submit This Page With your Application Materials. Submit the Required Writing Sample with the online application. 
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