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ALUMNI NOTES

1940s
Beth Stiles Leffingwell (BM ’45, 
MM ’47) remains an active cellist, 
and sends word that she has just pub-
lished her third book, Leff Continuity, 
Anchorage Arts from Earthquake 
Into Millennium. It describes 
the Leffingwell family’s move to 
Anchorage, Alaska in the 1960s, set 
against the city’s cultural coming-of-
age, which included Beth’s starting 
of high school orchestra programs. 
(“Visual and performing arts,” she 
says, “are how life expands in dark, 
cold winters.”) Beth’s previous auto-
biographical books are As One Twig 
Is Bent (2002) and Music Versus 
Marriage (2005).

Charles Strouse (BM ’47) turned 
80 on June 7, but had already been 
celebrating a busy birthday year. In 
February, jazz pianist Eric Comstock 
paid tribute to Strouse’s songs from 
Bye Bye Birdie, Annie, Golden Boy, 
and many other Broadway musicals 
in the American Songbook Series 
at Lincoln Center; and on May 14, 
Strouse presented his papers, includ-
ing the original manuscripts of those 
shows, to the Library of Congress.

1950s
Gerald Crawford (BM ’59, MM ’72) 
is retiring after a 42-year teaching 
career in higher education. Gerald 
has been a Professor of Singing at the 
Oberlin Conservatory for 29 years, 
and has also served as the Director 
of the Division of Vocal Studies for 
19 years.

In our last issue, Alumni on CD men-
tioned a new CD of music for brass 
by Vincent Frohne (MM ’59, PhD 
’63). Release of the disc spurred a 
long interview in the Peoria Journal 
Star in December 2007. Besides 
mentioning Vincent’s book-in-
progress, Aesthetics and Creativity 
in the 20th Century, writer Gary 
Panetta described his work Adam’s 
Chains, which was performed by the 
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra in 
1969. “The music is stark, angular in 
some places. In others it is tempes-
tuous and colorful,” Panetta wrote. 

“Judged by the opinion of his musical 
peers—if not by musical directors 
of American symphony orchestras—
Frohne rates highly indeed.”

Sigma Alpha Iota International 
Music Fraternity has awarded Doris 
Gazda (BM ’55) the designation 
of Member Laureate. A Member 
Laureate is an initiated member of 
the Fraternity who has achieved 
international distinction in the 
music profession. The Phoenix 
Alumnae Chapter nominated Doris 
for this award because of her contri-
butions to music education in string 
pedagogy, string method books, and 
string orchestra concert music. Her 
website, www.gazdastrings.com, lists 
her music and materials.

William Lee (BA ’54) and Joan 
Rhodes (BM ’54) met and enjoyed 
a romance during their years at 
Eastman, then went their separate 
ways. Each married another person, 
and each developed serious spinal 
health issues. Bill was diagnosed 
with Spinocerebellar Ataxia (SCA); 
Joan was confined to a wheelchair 
after an automobile accident. Bill 
was divorced in 1979, Joan was wid-
owed in 1991. In 2002, Bill found a 
book about Eastman with a photo-
graph of Joan, called her to tell her 
about it, and a romance was reborn. 
In 2005, Bill and Joan were married, 
and in 2006 renewed their vows on 
an Alaskan cruise. Bill and Joan were 
featured in a Valentine’s Day issue 
of the United Spinal Association’s 
Action magazine.

George Walker (DMA ’56) writes: 
“The Woodruff Library of Emory 
University has acquired my archives. 
Included in the collection are the 
original manuscripts of my famous 
Trombone Concerto, Piano Sonata 
No. 2, and Cello Sonata, all com-
posed when I was at Eastman. The 
manuscripts of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning work, Lilacs for Voice and 
Orchestra, are also in the collection.” 
We would add that the New Haven 
Symphony Orchestra recently com-
missioned George to write a new 
work to be performed in Carnegie 
Hall next February.

1960s
Lee Burswold (PhD ’63) recently 
had several works for beginning 
and intermediate student string 
players, including many duos and 
trios for violins and violas, pub-
lished by Lathan Music, a Lorenz 
Company, and introduced at this 

For a busy musician, two years 
seem to fly by in the time it takes 
to count out an eight-bar rest. 
Ten years is but a movement of 
life, yet there’s hardly a moment 
available to mark all the accom-
plishments. On to the next piece, 
the next semester, the next gig.

The time is rapidly approaching 
to celebrate Eastman Weekend. We invite all of our Eastman 
friends, students, parents, faculty, and staff, and especially, 
our hard-working and prodigious alumni, to reunite for a 
weekend of memories, family, and music. The School will 
inaugurate its beautiful new Craighead-Saunders Organ (as 
part of the Eastman Rochester Organ Initiative Festival, run-
ning concurrently), while looking forward to the completion 
of the Eastman Theatre renovation/expansion. Broadway’s 
Charles Strouse (’47), as well as former faculty members 
Wayne Barlow (’34, ’37) and Samuel Adler, will be honored.

Jazz musician Dave Brubeck, who has brought his music 
to the stage of Eastman Theatre many times, will return 
here to receive an honorary degree from the University of 
Rochester. And of course, the Eastman Wind Ensemble and 
Philharmonia will be featured there on Saturday evening.

The classes of 1957 and 1958 celebrate their 50th reunions 
this fall, and will continue the tradition of receiving com-
memorative medallions, personally awarded by University of 
Rochester President Joel Seligman and Eastman School Dean 
Douglas Lowry. In order to include all graduates who have 
reached 50+ years beyond their graduation, all alumni from 
the classes of 1952 and earlier will also receive medallions.

This year is the first time that Eastman Weekend occurs in 
tandem with the University of Rochester’s Meliora Weekend. 
That means that all the extraordinary happenings on the 
River Campus are open to Eastman guests as well. Look for 
the Eastman Weekend/Meliora Weekend registration book-
let in your mailbox soon. I look forward to personally meet-
ing you all at this extraordinary weekend. See you then!

Best Regards,

Russell Scarbrough (MM ’04, DMA ’08) 
Assistant Director of Alumni Relations

 Onward to  
Eastman Weekend!

Russell Scarbrough


